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REGULAR MEETING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DE BEQUE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

DE BEQUE FIRE STATION
JUNE 9, 2025

MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER:
Pursuant to notice, the regular board meeting of the De Beque Fire Protection District (DFPD) was 
called to order by Board President Tanner at 6:09 p.m. on Monday, June 9, 2025.  

OPEN WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL/ESTABLISH QUORUM:
Cynthia Farris, Present; Dustin Koehler, Present; John “Dick” Latham, Present; Rebecca “Maria” 
Ramthun, Present; Michael Tanner, Present.  A quorum was present and the meeting, having been duly 
convened, was ready to proceed.  

OTHERS PRESENT:  
Forest Matis, De Beque District Fire Chief; Lieutenant Nate Voorhees; Secretary Kim Latham.

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
No Additions or deletions to the Agenda were made.  Motion was made and seconded to approve the 
agenda as presented.  Motion Passed.

MINUTES:
Minutes were presented to the BOD for consideration for the regular board meeting of May 12, 2025.  
Motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes presented.  Motion Passed.

FINANCE REPORTS
Financial Reports were presented to the BOD for April 2025.  Discussion ensued.  Motion was made 
and seconded to approve the finance reports presented.  Motion Passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
None.

OLD BUSINESS:
1) Networks Unlimited Email Safety Update.  Board members were presented with laptops that 

contain secure board member email accounts and documents pertinent to conducting DFPD 
business.  

2) EMS Billing Update/Discount Rate Information.  This item was tabled to the next board meeting.
3) Air Compressor Filtration Update.  Discussion ensued regarding the cost verses need for a new 

air compressor filtration system.  County tax allocations will be submitted to the District in 
August, which will aid in the budgetary process for 2026.  This item was tabled to the 
September, 2025 BOD meeting.
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4) Potential Squad Truck Purchase.  Discussion ensued regarding budgetary pros and cons of the 
purchase of a new squad truck fire/rescue apparatus replacement.  Motion was made and 
seconded to approve up to $100,000 for the squad fire/rescue purchase at Chief’s Matis’ 
discretionary timing for the best budgetary scenario.  Motion passed.

5) New Ambulance Purchase.  Discussion ensued regarding the next apparatus due for replacement 
– Ambulance 82.  $300,000 has been allocated in the budget for this replacement; however; if it 
is not purchased in the current year, the allocation amount will carry over to the following 
year(s) until the purchase is approved.  This item was tabled for now.

NEW BUSINESS:
1) Wildland Fire Assignment Wage Discussion.  Discussion ensued regarding the DFPD current 

wages for fire deployment assignments, comparisons on how DFPD deployment wages compare 
to other similar districts, and budgetary considerations.  Currently, wildland deployment fire 
assignments increase normal wages by 15%.  Motion was made and seconded to increase 
wildland fire assignment wages to 20%.  Motion passed.

FIRE CHIEF REPORT:
1) Chief Matis 

a. Structure Fire.  DFPD received major kudos for the crew that responded to the recent 
structure fire.  The crew did an amazing job, and Lieutenant Voorhees did an impressive 
job managing the scene.

b. Wildland Fire Assignment.  DFPD received a request from California Support to send our 
wildland fire crew out early.  The first crew rotation began deployment service June 1.  
The assignment will continue for the full fire season (June – October).  The Chief will 
consider the possibility of sending crews on additional assignments, dependent on 
staffing.  The first commitment is always to the DFPD.

c. Medical Update.  St. Mary’s reached out with a good compliment to the crew on duty for 
a recent heart case transport.

d. Mesa County Chiefs Meeting.  Mesa County Fire Chiefs Association is considering 
adopting the 2024 fire codes; Also, on the discussion list is checking into PILT monies 
that might be accessible to the Mesa County fire districts.

e. Hazard Mitigation.  The counties are in the process of working on hazard mitigation 
plans.

f. DFPD employees are working on needed recertifications.

CREW UPDATES:
1) Lieutenant Voorhees reported that his items have already been addressed.

OTHER COMMENTS:

BOARD COMMENTS:
1) The BOD asked if the staff had fun on the staff picnic/bar-b-que and jet boat day. 
2) Lieutenant Voorhees went above and beyond duty to aid a stranded motorist in the canyon.
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ADJOURNMENT:  
Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:59 p.m.

Next regular meeting:  Monday, July 14, 2025.

Approved by the De Beque Fire Protection Board of Directors on July 14, 2025.

____________________________________________
Michael Tanner, President

____________________________________________
Maria (Rebecca) Ramthun, Secretary

Board of Directors:
Board President Michael Tanner
Board Vice President Dustin Koehler
Board Secretary Maria (Rebecca) Ramthun
Board Member Cynthia Farris
Board Member Dick (John R) Latham

It is noted that Board Member Cynthia Farris is also on the Board of Directors for the Town of De 
Beque.  It is noted that the dual Board positions might be considered a conflict of interest in the event of 
interaction between the De Beque Fire Protection District and the Town of De Beque.
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